
Land Development Standards

Morris County, New Jersey

Land Development Standards

Morris County, New Jersey

HEADWALL

DEPTH-VARIES

THICKNESS

LEVEL GRADE

( 0.5 - 1 .0 D )

LEVEL GRADE

( 0.5 - 1 .0 D )

SYNTHETIC FILTER

FABRIC - MIRAFI 140N

OR APPROVED EQUAL

SYNTHETIC FILTER

FABRIC - MIRAFI 140N

OR APPROVED EQUAL

8” STONE8” STONE

3’ X 3’

CUTOFF WALL

3’ X 3’

CUTOFF WALL

- SECTION A-A -- SECTION A-A -

0

R.C.P.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders

of the County of Morris

The Board of Chosen Freeholders

of the County of Morris

Prepared by the Morris County Planning BoardPrepared by the Morris County Planning Board



Land Development Standards 
of the
County of Morris, New Jersey 

Adopted by the 
Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders 

September 23, 1998, as Amended May 12, 2004 



2004
Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders 

Jack J. Schrier, Director 
Margaret Nordstrom, Deputy Director 
Douglas R. Cabana 
Frank J. Druetzler 
John Inglesino 
Cecilia G. Laureys 
John J. Murphy 

James Rosenberg, County Administrator

Morris County Department of Planning, Development and Technology 

Walter P. Krich Jr., DIRECTOR 

Morris County Planning Board 

Joseph Falkoski, CHAIRMAN 
Edward Bennett, COUNTY ENGINEER   Isobel W. Olcott 
Jack Conway     Steve Rattner 
Louis Crnarich      Jack J. Schrier, FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR 
Margaret Nordstrom, FREEHOLDER  Matthew Sprung, VICE CHAIRMAN 

ALTERNATES: Cecilia Laureys, FREEHOLDER 
  Stu Klatzman 
  Everton Scott 

Raymond Zabihach, PLANNING DIRECTOR 
Barry Marell, ATTORNEY

Land Development Review Staff 

Arne Goytil, ASSISTANT PLANNING DIRECTOR 
Gregory Perry, PRINCIPAL PLANNER 
Bonnie Flynn, ASSISTANT PLANNER 
Lauren Thomas, DATA CONTROL CLERK 

Assisting in the preparation of these standards: 
Gene Cass, SUPERVISING CARTOGRAPHER 
Carol Morgan, PRINCIPAL DRAFTING TECHNICIAN 



Table of Contents 

Page
No. Section Title

100 Administration
 1 101 Short Title 
 1 102 Authority 
 1 103 Purpose 
 2 104 Approving Agency 
 2 105 Power to Amend and Modify 
 2 106 Validity 
 2 107 Appeals 

3 200 Definitions 

  300 Procedures For Submission and Approval 
 9 301 Review and Approval Required 
 10 302 Request for Informal Pre application Review 
 10 303 Filing of Applications 
 10 304 Determination of Completeness 
 10 305 Distribution of Plans 
 10 306 Review Time Period 
 10 307 Notification of Action Taken 
 11 308 Revisions 
 11 309 Changes after County Approval 
 11 310 Land Development Committee 
 11 311 Subdivision and Site Plan Approval Requirements 
 12 312 Length of Approvals 
 12 313 Review Fees 
 12 314 Plats and Site Plan Sizes 

  400 Submission Details 
 13 401 Material and Information to be Submitted with Minor Subdivision 
 14 402 Material and Information to be Submitted with Preliminary Plat for
   Major Subdivision 
 17 403 Material and Information to be Submitted with Final Plat for Major 
   Subdivision 
 17 404 Material and Information to be Submitted when Filing a Final Plat 
 18 405 Material and Information to be Submitted with Site Plan 

  500 Traffic and Roadway Design 
 21 501 General Policies 
 22 502 Traffic Impact Analysis 
 23 503 Off-Street Parking, Loading/Unloading, and Costumer Service Areas 
 24 504 Driveways 



 28 505 Speed-Change Lanes 
 29 506 Left-Turn Lanes, Jug Handles and Overpasses 
 30 507 Traffic Control 
 30 508 Street Intersections 
 33 509 Road Rights-of-Way 
 34 510 Roadway Improvements 
 36 511 Pavement 
 38 512 Curbing 
 39 513 Drainage 
 39 514 Sidewalks 
 39 515 Utility Poles 

  600 Stormwater Management 
 45 601 General Policies 
 46 602 Stormwater Control Plan and Contents 
 47 603 County Storm Drainage Systems and Stormwater Management Areas 
 47 604 Existing County Bridges and Culverts to be Widened 
 48 605 New Bridges and Culverts 
 48 606 Bridges and Culverts Downstream of Development 
 48 607 Drainage Rights of Way and Easements 
 49 608 Storm Drainage Design Criteria 
 52 609 Design of County Storm Drainage Systems 
 52 610 Storm Sewer Layout 
 53 611 Storm Sewer Construction Standards 
 53 612 Stream Encroachments and Wetlands Permits 
 54 613 Detention, Recharge, and Water Quality Facilities 
 56 614 Landscaping 
 57 615 Maintenance 

  700 Relationships With Other County Plans, Programs, and Policies 
 73 701 Adopted County Plans 
 77 702 Regulatory Requirements of County Agencies and Coordinated Review 
 78 703 Relationship to Future County Plans and Regulatory Requirements 

  800 Approval Conditions 
 79 801 General 
 79 802 Deeds and Easements 
 79 803 Proportionate Share Contributions and Payments in Lieu of Construction 
 79 804 Performance Guarantee and Other Payments 
 80 805 Developer’s Agreement 
 81 806 As-Built Drawings 
 81 807 Road Opening Permit 
 81 808 Non-Compliance with Conditions of Approval 





List of Tables

Page
No. Table Title

23 500-1 Parking Set Back

24 500-2 Driveway Spacing

25 500-3 Required Sight Distance

28 500-4 Driveway Dimensions

29 500-5 Speed Change Lanes

32 500-6 Corner Radii

32 500-7 Sight Triangle Easements

34 500-8 Roadway Design Standards

37 500-9 Pavement Taper

51 600-1 Typical Run-Off Coefficients

52 600-2 Allowable Open Channel Velocities



List of Figures

Page
No. Figure Title

26 500-1 Driveway Dimension Diagram

30 500-2 Intersection with County Road

34 500-3 Road Design Section

35 500-4 Road Widening Section

40 500-5 Road Pavement Section CL

40 500-6 Road Pavement Section EP

41 500-7 Pavement Taper

42 500-8 Special Sign 2R & 2L

43 500-9 Granite Block Curb

43 500-10 Concrete Curb

44 500-11 Depressed Curb

44 500-12 Concrete Sidewalk

58 600-1 Rainfall Intensity Curves for Morris County

59 600-2 Inlet Type A

60 600-3 Inlet Type B

61 600-4 Inlet Type E

62 600-5 Curb Wings

63 600-6 Storm Drain Manhole

64 600-7 Driveway Drain

65 600-8 Flat Concrete Headwall

66 600-9 Winged Concrete Headwall

67 600-10 Outlet Protection

68 600-11 Drainage Swale

69 600-12 Dry Detention Basin

70 600-13 Multi-Stage Outlet

71 600-14 Low Flow Channel

72 600-15 Preformed Scour Hole



INTRODUCTION

The New Jersey County Planning Act, N.J.S.A 40:27-1 et seq., provides statutory authority for the
County Planning Board to require the submission, review and approval of all subdivision and certain
site plan applications. Pursuant to this statute, the Planning Board reviews land development applica-
tions for their affect on County transportation and drainage facilities.

The Morris County Land Development Standards present the procedures, standards and requirements
that the Planning Board will follow in its review and approval of land development applications. They
supersede and replace the Standards adopted May 26, 1971, as amended and adopted through Feb-
ruary 24, 1988. It is anticipated that the updating, revision and codification of County requirements for
traffic and drainage considerations will improve the County’s development review procedures and sim-
plify the preparation of applications by applicants and their professional consultants.

In recent years various state and federal legislation has required the County of Morris to prepare and
adopt plans which directly or indirectly relate to land development. Generally, these plans provide for
the orderly development of the County, protection of environmental resources and provision of neces-
sary public facilities and services.

The plans adopted pursuant to this legislation in some instances require the County Planning Board to
take regulatory action to implement their provisions. In other instances, achievement of County plans
will be directly influenced by land development decisions of the County Planning Board. The objectives
of these plans can be accomplished in part by providing a mechanism for consistency in project review
with the County agencies responsible for their implementation.

In addition, other County agencies have been provided with statutory authority for regulatory and per-
mit approval that directly relate to the land development requirements of the County Planning Board.
To avoid the imposition of duplicative, overlapping, or inconsistent requirements by County agencies it
is necessary to provide for a coordinated development review procedure.

It is the opinion of the Planning Board, the Board of Chosen Freeholders and other County agencies
that these objectives can be achieved in part through the administration of the Morris County Land De-
velopment Standards. In some instances, they will be achieved through the application of specific
standards or best management practices. In other cases, they will be achieved through the provision of
a coordinated and consistent review with the requirements of adopted County plans, and the regula-
tory standards and permit requirements of other County agencies.

This approach avoids unnecessary or inconsistent requirements by County agencies, and benefits the
applicant by requiring agreement on a solution to cite specific design issues early in the development
review process. The applicant thereby avoids a situation where he must resubmit for Planning Board
approval because of subsequent requirements of other County agencies. The end result is a more effi-
cient, timely and less costly development approval process for the applicant. It also results in a public
benefit by providing for the achievement of goals and objectives embodied in adopted County plans
and for the efficient implementation of the County’s statutory responsibilities.




